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Echo of Hiroshinia 
‘These were 
human beings’ 


(LREAT 


B! interest has been 
~ aroused by the action of the 
New Yorker in giving over an 
entire issue to a detailed report on 
Hiroshima, the first atom-bombed 
city, personally collected and writ- 
ten by John Hersey, 


On Monday next and the three 
following days the BBC Third Pro- 
gramme will carry a radio adapta- 
tion of it. Space permits us to 
reproduce only the following 
short episode from — Hersey’s 
account. His witness ig Mr. Tani- 
moto, pastor of the Hiroshima 
Methodist Church, 


YWVHEN he reached the park iit was 

: still very crowded, and to dis- 
tinguish the living from the dead was 
not easy, for most of the people lay 
atill, with their eyes open.... 

And when he gave water to some 
whose faces had been almost blotted 
out by flash burns, they took their 
share and then raised themselves a 
little and bowed to him, in thanks. .. 

Mr. Tanimoto began to look for a 
boat in which he might carry some of 
the most severely injured across the 
river away from the spreading fire. 

Soon he found a good sized punt 
drawn wp on the bank, but in and 
around it was an awful tableau—five 
dead men, nearly naked, badly burned. 

Mr. Tanimoto lifted them away 
from the hoat. and as he did so he ex- 
perienced such horror at disturbing 
the dead—preventing them, he 
momentarily felt, from Jaunching 
the'r craft and going on their ghostly 
way—that he said out loud: “ Please 
forgive me for taking this boat. I 
must use it for the others, who are 
alive.” 

He found about 20 people on the 
sandpit. He reached down and took 
a woman by the hands, but her skin 
slipped off in huge, glove-like pieces. 
He was vo sickened by this that he 
had to sit down for a moment. 

_ He had to keep consciously repeat- 
ing to himself: “ These are human 
beings.” 


These reflections on the legal aspect 
of UNO are contributed by an expert 
correspondent who prefer to call him- 
self “ Lex,” 


TNo, as presented to the public, is 
~ & means of establishing Law 
among the nations in place of the 
anarchy of _ International power- 
polities. This is its outward form. 
In actual practice, its function is 
almost directly opposite. 

What Law does UNO propose to 
set up in place of anaiwhy? It ecan- 
not be the old Law—which despite 
many shortcomings was based broadly 
on the Christian tradition—because 
this Law has been grossly violated by 
UNO itself. (The recognition of the 
absorption by Russia of the three 
once free and democratic states of 
Lithuania, Esthonia and Latvia; and 
the forcible reportation of sections of 
their populations was a serious viola- 
tion of Law.) The Potsdam Agree- 
ment cut across a whole series of 
hitherto recognised legal rights 
vested in the citizens of states oecu- 


W 


NUREMBERG : 
LL HISTORY 


Moral hairbreadth of ‘‘victory” 


T must be left to the future historians to pronounce a final 
judgment on the judgments of Nuremberg: but that necessity 
does not absolve us from the duty of declaring our own opinion. 
‘That the condemned defendants were actually guilty of the 


grave, and sometimes atrocious, 
crimes with which they were 


charged admits, on the whole, 
of no doubt. The evidence was over- 
whelming. And yet Sir Norman 
Birkett was constrained, in honesty, 
to say that the dignity of the defend- 
ants throughout the trial was remark- 
able, and their demeanour most 
impressive. Are we then to conclude 
that they are a peculiar race of 
psychological monsters? Whence did 
they derive their dignity and calm? 


They derived it, alas, from a justi- 
fied sense of moral superiority, not 
to their actual judges ,but to the 
powers that employed them—the 
moral superiority that is felt by any 
open and avowed malefactor towards 
those who are guilty of substantially 
the same offences and yet presume to 
sit in Judgment upon him. 


Guilty judges 


Q@\F the two major categories of 
“” crimes with which they were 
charged the nations which have con- 
demned them are either individually 
or collectively — guilty. Waging 
aggressive war? In 1939 Russia was 
by a synod of the nations excluded 
from the League of Nations for mak- 
ing unprovoked war on Finland. The 
offence was evident and notorious, and 
the judgment had the universal 
approval of civilized men. 


Further, in the spring of that same 
year, Hitler, after informing a con- 
ference of his colleazues that he was 
determined to make war on Poland 
at the first favourable opportunity, 
added that “it was not impossible that 
Russia would disinterest herself in the 
fate of Poland,” that is, wink at an 
aggressive war upon her. The not- 
impossible became real. _Russia’s 
actual performance exceeded Hitler’s 
hopes. Russia actually participated in 
the aggressive war, and shared the 
spoils, 


Furthermore, substantial evidence 
was given at the trial—which was not 
challenged—that appended to the 
notorious non-aggression pact was a 
secret treaty whereby Germany and 
Russia agreed to partition between 


ObDserver’s 


Commentary 


them no less than six independent 
nations of Europe. 

When one is tried and condemned 
for the crime of waging aggressive 
war by a judge with that record, it 
is natural to feel a certain contempt 


for the whole proceeding. 


Wanton destruction 


‘RIMES against humanity? Prom- 
inent among these, according to 
the charter of the Court, is the 
preparation, by political or war 
chiefs, or local commanders, of 
military measures which involve the 
wanton destruction of human lives. 
Who ordered the holocaust of Ham- 
burg? Who planned the wanton des- 
truction of Dresden and its citizens? 
Who devised and manufactured the 
atomic bomb and finally let it fall 
on Hiroshima in order “to shorten 
the war?” It could fairly be said that 
the dropping of that bomb = on 
Hiroshima was the most dastardly 
ever committed of this particular 
category of crimes against humanity. 
And yet—and yet, it is true that to 
the normally sensitive mora] 
consciousness these crimes are not of 
the same order of depravity or magni- 
tude as the systematic extermination 
of hundreds of thousands of Jews at 
Auschwitz. All the Nazi leaders who 
consciously consented to, or affected 
politic ignorance of, that enormity, 
have deserved their fate. 

But is it so certain that mass- 
destruction of human being on a com- 
parable scale has not occurred in 
Russia? Perhaps there is a difference 
between the mechanical perfection of 
the Nazi system of extermination and 
the Russian methods. By a rroral 
hairs-breadth, perhaps, the Russians 
are not totally debarred from joining 
in this judgment. 


Cynicism deepened 


UT if there are any of the con- 

demned defendants at Nuremberg 

who did not consciously consent to, or 
(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


HAT 
SAY? 


G. B.S. 


George Bernard Shaw gave his views 
on the Nuremberg sentences in the 
Daily Express on Oct, 3, from 
which we take the following 
excerpts: 


WWE are all self-righteous enough 
to enjoy reading denunciations 
of the condemned men as_ black- 
hearted scoundrels, sadists, hideous 
freaks of German nature who de- 
serve all they suffered and are 
about to suffer, and a bit more. 
But my share in this popular amuse- 
ment has been rudely shaken by a 
study of their photographs now all 
over the illustrated Press. ... What 
confront me are nothing but per- 
fectly commonplace middle-class 
gentlemen who differ in no respects 
from any common jury or row of 
pewholders in the nearest church 
or chapel. .. 


Its as clear ag daylight that if they 
had been left in their natural places 
they would have been no worse than 
an equal number of Bayswater 
ratepayers. 

Suppose Nero had lived by playing 
second fiddle in the B.B.C. orches- 
tra, would the ever have burned 
Rome? 


qs it fair to give common fellows 
power that would turn the 
heads of all but the ablest five per 
eent, of the population. that made 
a fiend of even the saintly Torque- 
mada, and hang them because they 
behaved like Torquemada instead of 
like Mareus Aurelius? 


Ought we not rather to hang 
selves for being such fools? 


our- 


I am Christian enough to believe that 
all punishment and ‘revenge is only 
a stupid, savage attempt to make 
white out of two blacks. But I 
hold, none the Jess strongly to the 
right of civilised society to kill mad 
dogs, cobras and incurably mis- 
chievous persons, 


But are these poor devils 
Nuremberg dock incurable? 
not convinced that they are. 


J)DISFRANCHISE them, by all 

means. Disqualify them for the 

posts and powers they proved so 
tragically unfit for. 

I should then let them loose as no- 
bodies with the average income of 
their class. I believe they would be 
quite harmless and negligible. 


in the 
Iam 


UNO and the Law 


pied by a military power (according 
to the Hague Convention). 


The whole iidea lying behind the 
Potsdam Agreement—namely that the 
people of a defeated nation have no 
rights other than those emanating 
from the will of the victors—is illegal. 
For hitherto law has always recog- 
nised that such peoples—even if liable 
to pay indemnities and suffer other 
losses—are not outlawed by the mere 
fact of having lost a war. Yet the 
outlawry of a whole nation wag the 
very root of the Potsdam agreement. 
It struck a deadly blow at the entire 
conception of international Law. For 
the tacit admission that the will of 
the victor nations is the sole factor 
determining the future status of the 
German people is itself a negation of 
Law, 

Specific instances serve to clarify 
this. No legal basis exists for the 


KINDLY EPILOGUE 


Ss ror all the hope, encouragement 

and entertainment with which 

Peace News has provided me during 

these last six years I have spent on 

the land, I delight in sending you 

my last week's wages. Next week 

I shall be reading your paper in a 
University Common Room.” 

That little note from a reader may serve as 
a kindly epilogue to my own six years of 
labour. I am deeply grateful to all who 
have helped me in the job—the staff, the 


distributors, the readers, the generous 
donors to the Peace News fund. I am sure 


that they will continue their support to 
Peace News under my successor: I hope 
they will even increase it, because they will 
realize things become more difficult in a 
time of change-over. 


The work of peace-making is much more com- 
plicated and varicus than many of us 
imagined in the distant days when we first 
hecame pacifists: nevertheless, the core of 
it is simple, the fundamental illumination 
undimmed and undimmable. 

THE EDITOR. 
Contributions from Sept. 27: £32 1s. 9d. 

Total for 1946: £514 53. 0d. 

Please make cheques, ete., payable to Peace 

News, Ltd., and address them to the Account- 

ant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


claim of the Allied nations at Pots- 
dam to fix “levels” for German in- 
dustry, and to lay down as a prin- 
ciple that the living standards of a 
whole nation shall be “ scaled down ” 
to a level lower than that of neigh- 
bour nations. There is no precedent 
for this action and no legal ground. 
It is a reversion in fact to a pre- 
Christian view of war and its possi- 
bilities. 


Arbitrary action 


Equally unprecedented is the vir- 
tual conversion of the whole of Ger- 
many into a concentration camp by 
the Allied command. This is an 
arbitrary action, with no basis in 
international Law. To prevent, by 
force, an ordinary citizen against 
whom no charge is brought, exercis- 
ing his legal right to travel, more 
than a year after the war is over, is 
a breach of Law. Further—even if 
this point fails to carry weight with 
their own peoples—it is a breach of 
faith on the part of the Allied nations, 
for it was stated over and again, 
during the war. that the Allies were 
not fightmg osagainst the German 
people, but only against the Nazis. 
Now. however, the statement, made 
equally often by Hitler during the 
war, that the Allies intended to crush 
the whole German people without 
distinction seems to have been correct 
—a fact that can have serious reper- 
cussions in the future. 


It is important to remember that 
in all the illegal actions committed by 
the Allied Command, no sort of dis- 
tinction is made between Nazis and 
anti-Nazis. The Verbot on travel, 
for example, applies to both alike. 
The illegal confiscation of private 
property falls upon anti-Nazis (in- 
cluding even men who spent years iin 
detention) ias heavily as upon Nazis. 
It is therefore inevitable that the 
Germans (and perhaps not only the 
Germans) will say: “Well, Hitler 
was right in that: democracy is a 
pure swindle!” 

“These are blunders,’ 
average citizen. It is, however, 
possible to take another view. Sefior 
de Madariaga hints plainly in “ Vic- 
tors, Beware! that UNO is not only 
anti-democratic, but also anti-Chris- 
tian. (The Security Council, for ex- 
ample, does not even claim to 
function other than as a preserver of 
a status reached by pure force.) If 
he is right-——then it is not unlikely 
that UNO will hasten the collapse of 
what is still left of (more or less) 
Christian Law, in order to clear the 
way for the umrestrained Rule of 
Force. 


It is essential, ag at Potsdam, to 
destroy every remnant of Christian 
Law if this Rule of the Big Guns and 
the Bomb is to be firmly set up. Ina 
world of anarchy there is nothing to , 
hinder the complete triumph of those 
who now possess (as they do) the 
means to impose theirwill, regardless 
of Law. It may well be that this 
end result, already achteved: in trac- 
tice, was envisaged by some all the 
way through! 


says the 
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“PEACE NEWS 
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All letters on other than editorial matters 
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FAG END 


R.S. L. SOLON, ina recent 
series of articles in the 

News Chronicle, entitled: “ Ger- 
many: the Facts,” drew a 
sombre and disquieting picture 
of the spiritual condition of the 
German people, ever more 
rapidly losing what small belief 
they may have had in the 
honesty of purpose of the 


Western Allies towards them. 
Before them an endless vista of 
poverty and squalor and sordidness 
extends, from which German youth 
sees the only escape—according to a 
young German writing in the “British 
Zone Review ”—in “a new war, a new 
eatastrophe.” As we pointed out 
some months ago, nihilism has now 
been endowed with an appropriate 
weapon, in the atom-bomb. 


We suggested too that nihilism, 
though it seems a very remote and 
alien condition to the average English- 
man, is probably not so very far be- 
neath the surface condition. A civili- 
zation which becomes substantially 
materialistic, whose chief good is the 
material “good things” of life, is 
always liable (we believe) to be 
swept up by a wave of nihilism from 
the depths. Though the condition of 
Germans, as depicted by Mr. Solon, 
seems outside the range of probable 
or possible British experience, it is 
well not to be too sure. A _ single 
atom-bomb, ensconced in a rocket and 
escaped—let us charitably say—from 
the control of the experimenters, 
might easily do the trick. It is worth 
while to make an effort to understand 
the condition of Germany. It needs 
an effort. It is not easy. 


But there is one simple clue to the 
strange world of experience which is 
Germany to-day. Not the only one, 
of course. But perhaps the simplest. 
So obvious indeed that it is hard to 
take it seriously. It is the cigarette- 
currency. 


By this simple expedient, if ex- 
pedient be allowed name for a device 
so undevised, so automatic, so mani- 
festly the creation of the conditions 
themselves, Germany is being robbed 
of what little substance remains to it, 
just as thoroughly as the elaborate 
Nazi financial system bled the coun- 
tries which they occupied. In order 
that a currency so_ preposterous 
should establish itself, it was neces- 
sary that in Germany cigarettes 
should be precious above all things 
else. They are an acknowledged 
necessity in most countries to-day. 
Britain itself could not have endured 
the war without its cigarettes. They 
had an_ established priority over 
nearly all other imports when cargo 
space was most precious. 


_ This is, indeed, a cigarette-civiliza- 

tion quite as much as it is a machine- 
civilization: for the cigarette is the 
narcotic drug that makes _ the 
machine-civilization tolerable. The 
cigarette has two chief properties. It 
calms the nerves, as we say: insulates 
the smoker to some degree from the 
irritating pressure of the outside 
world, gives him a mild whiff of 
oblivion. The craving for that relative 
oblivion the German shares with all 
the other denizens of the machine- 
civilization. It is a stronger craving, 
because he has more need to forget. 
But the cigarette, also, in deadening 
physical sensation, allays the cravings 
of an empty belly. 


_ These two things together give the 

cigarette its preposterous value in 
Germany. Cigarettes will nuy any- 
thing—literally anything. They are 
the absolute to which all other values 
are relative. 

It seems to be Germany’s destiny 
to live out to the fantastic extremity 
the spiritual potentialities of our 
modern civilization, The cigarette 
currency symbolizes the fearful com- 
bination of reality and unreality 
which is the German existence to-day. 
When the real becomes ineredible— 
and it is that for all of us when we 
dare to think—the incredible may be- 
come real: even Faith, and even 
Peace. 


ODERN man, living 
amidst one of the greatest 
convulsions of history, is trying 
to recover himself. In the fact 
of his endeavour to recover lies 
his true grandeur. There are 
days in which hope and high resolve 
must conquer the noticeable drift into 
cynicism and despair. Many have 
given way to frustration. Asa result, 
there is a lack of straight thinking 
and keen disciplined living, so vital 
to-day. 
The Western peoples. are in the 


direct line of a great tradition. Let 
us look at this tradition. To 
realize that one is part of it, and 


allows us to approach life in a spirit 
of high seriousness. 


Our Western tradition is founded 
on Christian mysticism together with 
the powerful influences of the Greek 
and Roman civilizations. 

In England all this has resulted in 
a stable, yet flexible—and what is 
more important—expanding concep- 
tion of democracy. We hold tolerance 
to be essential in our national life, and 
believe in the wisdom of compromise; 
our politics are not doctrinaire. We 
have established, painfully it is true, 
the freedom of writing, speech and 
association. Whilst we have attained 
a political democracy, we have still 
to achieve economic democracy. Great 
privileges are, however, bestowed upon 
all men and women in this land. With 
privilege and freedom must go res- 
ponsibility. It is here thas many who 
are thoughtful and earnest have mis- 
givings. 


High moral purpose 


Do we, as a nation, realize our 
responsibility in this moment of world 
history? Are we prepared to be the 
leaders in the democratic way of life 
in this hemisphere? Have we realized 
that upon our behaviour depends the 
destruction or survival of humane 
relations amongst European men? 

Above all, this requires that we 
maintain and, if possible, deepen our 
respect for the sanctity of the human 
person; that we continue to elect our 
rulers by secret ballot. Those who 


Letters to 


The Crossroads - 


by Albert Greenwood 


seek power and the seat of govern- 
ment must abide peacefully by the 
people’s decision and serve with un- 


flinching 
purpose. 

This may only be realized if we 
take a serious view of our duties as 
citizens. Remembering how Pericles 
characterized as useless those who 
took no part in public life and pro- 
fessed no interest in politics, we must 
never forget that history is a develop- 
ing process, and that time does not 
stand still. Coupled with this must be 
a recognition that each has a part to 
play in the historical process, to- 
gether with a stern sense of our 
obligations to our own time. Our 
national life must reflect the conscious, 
self-disciplined strivings of a free 
people. 


Consideration of the art of living 
reveals us as immature. In spite of 
our mistakes, however, it is vital that 
we keep unsullied the conviction that 
our affairs shall be conducted 
seriously and with high purpose. We 
must observe standards of judgment 
and behaviour of which we may never 
be ashamed. 


These ideas are not universally held 
to be valid. There is a vast body of 
opinion which holds that the end 
justifies and means. Thus, is ex- 
pediency raised above principle. 
Holders of these views, on attaining 
power, consider those whom they rule 
to be mere pawns. When expediency 
is held above principle, there are no 
accepted standards of beheviour and 
the human personality is degraded. 


integrity and high moral 


Life under such a_ system being 
essentially insecure, a developing 
happiness and joy in living is 
impossible. 


The peace and well-being of Europe 
requires a faith which is common to 
European men. It requires a faith 
which reveals them to each other, not 
in a national but a_ super-national 
sense: which stresses the fact of their 
common problems, the solution of 


the Editor 


Real -Issues 


THE PPU, at least at the centre, 

seems to be getting lost in a mass 
of intellectual verbiage. May I plead 
that the PPU was a simple move- 
ment, started on a simple pledge of 
absolute war renunciation by a, com- 
paratively, simple man. For God’s 
sake, cannot we get back to that 
simplicity ? 

In making my complaint I have in 
mind two pieces of writing. Firstly, 
the PN pamphlet: “Peace is not a 
Cosmetic.” I read this piece of ver- 
bose prose three times and then sat 
down, for my own «amusement, to 
paraphrase it. I got all its meaning 
easily on to one side of a quarto page 
and found when I had written it that 
it was exactly what the PPU had 
been telling itself over and over again 
for the past seven years. 


But secondly, and more importantly, 
I am concerned with the leading 
article in your issue of Sept. 27. It 
postulates three alternative pacifist 
positions: the first it suggests, almost 
untenable; the second muddled; the 
third, in the opinion of ‘many,’ 


Words of Peace - No. 19! 
m NEW GLORY 


I confess that I dream of the day 
when an English statesman shall 
arise with a heart too large for Eng- 
land; having courage in the face of 
his countrymen to assert of some sug- 
gested policy:—“ This is good for your 
trade: this is necessary for your 
domination: but it will vex a people 
hard by: it will hurt a people further 
off: it will profit nothing to ,the 
general humanity: therefore away 
with it—it is not for you or me.’ 

When a British ministen dares 
apeak so, and when a British public 
applauds him so speaking, then shall 
the nation be glorious, and her praise, 
instead of exploding within, from 
civic mouths, come to her from with- 
out, as all worthy praise must, from 
the alliances she has fostered and the 
populations she has saved. 


—Elizabeth Barrett Browning, 
quoted in “Inner Light.” 


amongst whom is included my simple 
self, non-pacifist. 

What an array! What a state to 
have reached where, in the leading 
article of the pacifist paper, the pros 
and cons of pacifism as a political 
expedient are discussed. Where are 
the beliefs gone upon which the PPU 
was founded? Even if the intellec- 
tual centre of the pacifist movement 
has renounced these beliefs, I main- 
tain that the rank and file have not. 

There must be a great column of 
people today who are renouncing war 
in their own minds: people who have 
bombed and killed and will have no 
more of it; people appalled at the 
prospect of the atomic bomb. These 
people need the PPU—a PPU that 
will meet them and unite them at 
their own level of simple renuncia- 
tion . 

If anybody ever stops war, isn’t it 
more likely to be the simple people? 


DAVID SPRECKLEY. 
2 West Pembroke Court, W.8. 


Parcels for Germany 


i may interest readers who intend sending 
. parcele to Germany through “ Save Europe 
Now” that if they will enclose a card with 
the worda ‘‘ your parcel safely received,” 
postage-stamped and addressed to themselves, 
that the respective British depots will mail 
these cards to those concerned. This will 
assure those who have gone to some trouble 
that their parcels have at any rate reached 
the depots in this country. 

have further suggested that the receiving 
depots in Britain should ‘‘ rubber stamp” 
these cards as a safeguard against parcels being 
stolen and the enclosure cards posted back to 
the senders! Unfortunately mail and parcels 
go “astray” and it is in the interest of all 
concerned to safeguard as much as_ possible 
against this sort of thing. If they do not 
receive their acknowledgement card back 
within three or four days of posting their 
parce] it would be advisable to take the matter 
up with the postal authorities. 

** Save Europe Now’”’ state in their printed 
list of regulations that no acknowledgements 
would be made by them of parcels sent to 
Germany through their organization, but 
senders would know if their parcels had 
reached their destination when they received 
such news from the recipients in Germany. 

I am assured by ‘ Save Europe Now” that 
my suggestion can be carried out by those 
who desire to do so. 

A. J. GOWING. 
Leica. 


Newlands, Rearsby, 


Peace News is open for the expression of all 
points of view relevant to pacifism. Articles 
in it, whether signed or unsigned. do not 
necessarily represent the policy of the Peace 
Pledge Union, of which it is the weekly organ. 
Nor does the acceptance of advertisementa 
imply any endorsement of, or PPU connexion 
with, the matter advertised. 


— 


which requires the co-operation of all. 
The tragedy of modern Europe is 
that it is having to choose between 
two ways of life, which are poles 
apart. Soviet Communism and Social 
Democracy have clashed on a_ huge 
scale, perhaps making great suffering 
inevitable. When we hear of thousands 
of refugees, hopelessly tramping 
through a devastated Europe, let us 
remember they are our fellow-men, 
refusing to think of them as labels 
such as Displaced Persons. The hall- 
mark of Christian behaviour is that 
realization of our common humanity 
compels us to suffer with them. 


Our brothers’ needs 


We dare not conclude that merey 
no longer walks the Earth, or that 
compassion is altogether banished 
from the hearts of brutish men. The 
war has brutalized us all, blunting 
our moral perceptiveness and_ sensi- 
tivity. The possibility of civilized 
man capitulating to the forces of 
barbarism is serious. ’ 

To despair would be fatal. We 
must rise to the level of our responsi- 
bility in this grave moment of world 
history. 

We are at the cross-reads. One 
way leads to the cult of mass-man and 
the philosophy of expediency. This 
is barbarism. The other leads to a 
new realization of our individuality; 
a realization purified by our common 
suffering, compelling us to seek na 
longer the satisfaction of selfish de- 
sire, but how best we can meet the 
needs of our brothers. The discipline 
imposed by the compulsion from 


without, must give way to the disci- 
pline of the compulsion from within. 


PATRICK FIGGIS 
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For all Printing & 
Stationery i 


SEE OUR SPECIMENS 


of 


Book JACKET 
DESIGNS 


Devon Commerciac Arts 


9a, HIGH STREET, 
BARNSTAPLE 


LONDON REPS. AVAILABLE 


HOUISMAN’S 
JUST PUBLISHED 


Please 


order while supplies 
are available... . 
The Perennial Philosophy, 
—by Aldous Huzley 


(recommended by 
Book Society) 12s. 6d. 
The Lord’s Prayer in 


Black and White. 
—Arthur Wraggs’ 
new book of draw- 
ings 8s. 6d. 
Why I am still a Pacifist, 
—a PPU symposium 9d. 


N.B. We have just received a large 

consignment of BATSFORD books, in- 

cluding many of their popular and 

hitherto unobtainable _ titles. Please 
send your enquiries to us. 


124 SHAFTESBURY AVENUE, W.! 


beha 
the 
are ] 
been 
year 
beca 
wish 
ing | 
and 
and 
have 
tion, 
1 


Yeo 
from 
can |} 
for t 
of tl 
fist 1 
Of ¢ 
publ 
our « 
and j 
the j 
me, 
cance 
effort 
been 
worl: 
with 
that 
notic: 


Te 


Pi 
Di 
delib 
symy 
most 


of th 


were 
years 
been 

was: 


reserve 


A.M.T, 
LON 


Anarch 


ec et 


“You can hardly grasp | 


what it meant’’ 


f FEATURE - LETTER 


The following letter from Wim. 
Jong is one of a type which we are 
reluctant to publish. But its 
special circumstances will be evid- 
ent to the reader. It is reproduced 
here in the belief that (as Dr. Jona 
says) “it is not only a personal 
sentiment that has found eapres- 
sion in this letter.” 


J SEE that you are nearing the end 

of your half-a-puinea drive on 
behalf of the sending of free copies to 
the Continent. As one of those who 
are profiting by it—for though I have 
been receiving PN now for over a 
year, I could not yet pay a penny, 
because of exchange restrictions—I 
wish to take this occasion for thank- 
ing our English friends of the PPU 
and the WRI for all the friendship 
and kindness we Continental pacifists 
have been receiving since our libera- 
tion, 


Wider scope and contact 


Yeou, who have not been cut off 
from the world for nearly five years, 
ean hardly grasp what it meant to us 
for the first time to receive a token 
of the continuing effort of the paci- 
fist movement in the world outside. 
Of course, I now am receiving other 
publications, of a wider scope and 
our own papers are improving in size 
and in quality, but I will never forget 
the joy the first numbers tof PN gave 
me, quite apart from their signifi- 
cance as a witness of the pacifist 
effort. For some months they have 
been my only link with the outside 
world and even now they supply me 
with information on events and books, 
that else would have escaped my 
notice, for instance, both Burnham’s 


Ten Years Ago 


Peace News, October 10, 1936. 

Disarmament! <A combination of 
deliberate suppression and lack of 
sympathy has caused this word al- 
most to disappear from the columns 
of the press. 

* * Ea 

Reporting the Labour Party con- 
ference in Edinburgh Frank R. Han- 
cock, PN Special Correspondent, 
writes: : 

“The vote on rearmament has just 
been taken. Nearly three to one, the 
party has voted for rearmament, with 
certain qualifications which may mean 
little or nothing.” 

* * * 

As a result of petitions organised 
by the War Resisters’ International, 
the release has been secured of six 
Rumanian war resisters, all of whom 
were serving sentences of over two 
years, while in France the release has 
been effected of Gerard Vidal, who 


was serving a two years’ sentence. 


“Managerial Society’ and Huxley’s 
“ Science, Peace and Liberty ” were 
first brought to my attention by your 
paper. 

Nor tis this all I owe to the British 
pacifist movement. Some friends 
have been sending me_ regularly 
batches of papers and pamphlets and 
it has been through their inter- 
mediary that I got in touch with 
American friends, who, from their 
land of plenty, have been helping us 
in a material way: it is through 
their kindness that my wife now can 
tranqu'lly expect her baby, certain 
that she can give it the same material 
care the'others got. 

The personal contact that has been 
established in the last year has helped 
us to understand your difficulties; I 
hope we have been able to make you 
understand ours, thus enabling both 
of us with more conviction and more 
knowledge to meet the challenge that 
is facing our world today. 

One of the most important aspects 
of this challenge is offered by Ger- 
many. Again, your treatment of this 
problem has helped me immensely to 
come to a better understanding and to 
free myself from the bias which. five 
years of Nazi-occupation had brought 
forth. I am glad to say, we had not 
waited for your -initiative, but you 
have helped us clearer to put the pro- 
blem of our common guilt and our 
common necessity. And you have 
kept us aware of the immense amount 
of suffering that is going on just 
across our frontier. 


“Your spiritual air ” 


Iam proud that our weekly de 
Viam was the first in June, 1945, 
while the German uniform of PoW’s 
had not yet disappeared from our 
streets, to speak of the German ques- 
tion as the future of our children, but 
in the special Germany-number we 
are shortly publishing I know that 
the influence of your paper will loom 
largely. 

We no longer need your material 
help: we still cannot do without your 
spiritual air, from a country where 
the trial of war and its aftermath has 
somehow not in such a degree as here 
wiped out all beliefs in a better future 
for humanity. 

I am glad for the opportunity in 
this way to say a few of the things 
I have for a long time wanted to say, 
and, I am gure, it fis not only a per- 
sonal sentiment, that has found 
expression in this letter. 

(Dr.) W. J. JONG. 
Heemstede, 


Orchideenlaan, 23, } 


~ PSU ADDRESSES 


Addresses of the Manchester and Liverpool 
Pacifist Service Units, which have been dis- 
banded as a national organization, as pre- 
viously reported, are: 86 Rusholme Road, 


Manchester, 18, and 66 Grove Street, Liver- 
pool, 7. 
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Reviews 


ARE YOU STILL A PACIFIST? 


Why I am Still a Pacifist. (A symposium: by 
Catherina de Ligt, Laurence Housman, Alex 
Wood and others. PPU, 9d.) 

IX of the seven contributors here 

build up a formidable, con- 
ventional case against war. They 
might have spared themselves the 
trouble. Any returned soldier of the 

Fourteenth Army would do it for 

them. One passes on to the examina- 

tion of the difficulties inherent in the 
pacifist position in the actual world 
of to-day—some appraisal, one sup- 
poses, of the effect of an, “ uncon- 
ditional surrender” to the totali- 
tarians, or, alternatively, some 
conjecture about the prospects of 
peaceful resistance under occupation. 

In this the reader is disappointed. 
Mr. Fausset exempts himself from 

this criticism. “I can only reply,” he 

says candidly, “that I am still a 

pacifist because I am a mystic.” 

Madame de Ligt, also, holds her 

position—“ the power of healing ”— 

with a self-contained serenity, inno- 
cent of all arrogance. 

Those writers who represent their 
pacifism as applicable at the political 
level seem less clear-headed. “ If only 
women,” sighs Mrs, Clare Sheridan, 
“would trust their instincts and use 
their brains.” Are the two 
congruous? 

One wonders uneasily how much 


genuine re-examination has been 
undertaken by some of the con- 
tributors. Another writes: 


“If one really believes that violence, the 
logical conclusion of which is war, is an 
evil never ta be sanctioned for any cause 
whatsoever, then one obviously believes it in 
all circumstances. To me it ig al! so simple 
as to be hardly worth saying.” 


Q.E.D. But does this get us very 
far? Myrtle Wright, interpreting 
pacifist as ‘‘ peacemaker” in its 
widest sense, counsels caution in 


making claims for pacifist methods. 
Lessons of seven years 


One is left with Dr. Wood's 
characteristic contribution. He has 
indeed re-examined his position 


critically, a position which even in 
1937 entailed “ the realistic view that 
pacifist policy at the political level 
might well land us in the position of 
an oceupied country.” 

Dr. Wood grapples with the lessons 
of the past seven years. “ Occupation 
against no military resistance is a 
grim and forbidding prospect,” he 
says, ‘but with Denmark and Poland 
in our minds, it is clearly a_ less 
terrible alternative than that of un- 
successful military resistance.” This 
is not the place to argue the point, 
but if the reader will substitute Nor- 


NO CONSCRIPTION - AGM 


At the evening session of the No 
Conscription Council’s annual meet- 
ing tomorrow (Saturday), Mr. Victor 
Yates, MP, is to speak at 6 p.m. 


way and Czechoslovakia, say, for 
Denmark and Poland, he will see that 
the argument is by no means closed. 
It is a defect of the symposium that 
nowhere is pacifism at the here-and- 
now level re-examined against the 
now known dynamism—with all its 
certitude and consequent ruthlessness 
—of the totalitarians. Dr. Wood alone 
of the seven writers deems Russia 
worthy of mention. 
H.W. 


Poverty 
and the State 


*I1l-Health, Poverty and the State, 
by John Hewetson. 
published by Freedom Press at 
28s. 6d. 


A T a time when so much emphasis 

*% is being placed on the import- 
ance of vitamins and calories in com- 
bating malnutrition and ill-health, it 
is refreshing to read a book* which 
helps to balance one’s mental diet by 
delving deeply into the fundamental 
aspects of the whole problem. 

Although it is some ten years since 
Sir John Boyd Orr told us that more 
than half the population of this 
country were under - nourished, 
“ poverty is still the lot of millions,” 
declares Dr. Hewetson, “and attend- 
ant upon it come sickness, lowered 
health and premature death.” 

In the 79 pages of this valuable 
book, which the author modestly 
describes as a pamphlet, such ques- 
tions as recruiting, family allowances, 
tuberculosis, school meals, re-housing, 
and the inadequacy of reforms are but 
a few of the subjects discussed. But 
when Dr. Hewetson proceeds to relate 
his convincing facts and figures to our 
social and economic system, some con- 
troversial issues are raised. 

“Where it is a question of laying 
drains, or extending hospital accom- 
modation,” says Dr. Hetvetson, “a 
certain amount has been achieved by 
the State, but, by contrast, in the field 
of public health, its achievements have 
been meagre.” 

Many will agree with the author 
that the achievement of full health 
demands a radical change in our 
economic system, but is it true to sug- 
gest that a State organization—some- 
times defined as the “executive 
committee of the ruling class ’—is at 
the root of prevailing poverty? He 
warns reactionaries and_ reformists 
alike that ‘tinkering with this evil 
capitalist system is not merely futile, 
it is pernicious.” 

Writing before the momentous 
general election of last year, Dr. 
Hewetson maintained that even the 
new National Health Scheme, 
allegedly designed to mitigate the 
effects of poverty, does not make any 
fundamental attack on poverty itself 


_ For this part of the proceedings no 
tickets are needed and visitors are 
welcome. 


and in a footnote elucidates his point 
further by adding: “It is just as true 
of a Labour administration as of a 
Conservative one.” 


A.P. 
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PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


LATEST TIME for copy: Monday 
before publication. 


TERMS: Cash with order, 83d. per 
word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. 
extra). Please don’t send stamps in 
payment, except for 
Maximum length: 50 words. Address 1. 


Blackstock Rd.. N.4. 


Tee BRIDGE Rd., Denison 
ouse, London, S.W.1., Nov. 30—Dec. 
odd pence. Book the date now! An in 


for Box No. replies: Peace News, 2 Meeting, International Voluntary Ser-|classes 1s. 6d. 
vice for Peace. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS ):: 


Annual Gen, | lessons 


MEETINGS, &c. 

BIRMINGHAM, Bournville Meeting 
House, Sat., Oct. 19, 4 p.m., tea 6d., 
5 p.m. meeting, 6-7.30 p.m. social. | unfurn. 
Speaker: The Bishop of Birmingham. | ctow. 
Reaonion of C.O.s. 


CARDIFF, Friends Mtg. 
Charles St., Sat., Oct. 12, 3 p.m. 
Speaker: Fenner Brockway, Chairman 
of CBCO. All are welcome. C.O. 
Rally. 


ACCOMMODATION 
YOUNG COUPLE urgently require] Essex 


EDUCATIONAL 
AND WRITING 


(correspndnee. or visit) &s.,)the L. and H. C. C. Club. 


VEGETARIANS! CO-OPERATION 
will further our ideals. Write for 
partics. of membership, and free copy 
“Vegetarian News’ to Sec. 
(Dept. P.N.), London Vegetarian 
Society, 9 Adam S8t., Adelphi, W.C.2. 


YOU WILL find true Friendship in 
Partics. 


Dorothy Matthews,|from Sec., 39 Reightan Rd., London, 
B.A., 82 Primrose Hill Rd., London,|/E.5. S.a.e. 
PRimrose 5686. 


CONTACT CLUB. Congenial pen 


village. 
London—25 miles. 


wd. welcome 


Putney dist. Box 537. 


FOOD 


of W.R.I. funda. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 
SMALL COTTAGE for 
IPI Newly 

fat within reach Waltham-|Elec. Vacant possession. 
Box 545. J 
QUIET BUSINESS woman requires 
House, | unfurn. accommodation, some cooking 
facilities. 
VEGETARIAN, 
Guest. House in lovely Mendip country. 


WAR RESISTERS’ 

gifta 

stamps for subsequent sale on behalf tute, (A.28), 64 Aldermanbury, Lon- 
euch gifts|/don, E.C.2. 

P). send to 

the War Resistera’ International, 11 


International | Seng 


Reform | received witb gratitude. 


friendshipe for all. Partiecs., stp., 


sale in|Sec., P.N. 19 Ty Fry Gdna., Rumney, 


decorated, | Cardiff. 
Daily bus 


ASTROLOGY.—A free Test Horo- 
scope. Helpful advice and guidance. 
7 Birthdate, stamped-addressed 
foreign] envelope. The Psycho-Success Ineti- 


Box 548. 


Eas 
«CONWAY HALL, Red Lion Square, Lene of Weston, Cheddar. Amy| Abbey Rd., Enfield. 


Law or World Chaos?” 
Group Capt. Fulljames, 


Speakers: 
Scholefield 


™mon Wealth). Chairman: 
Roberts, M.P. Admission free. 
reserved seats 18. 
Union, 20 Buckingham St., W.C.2. 
KINGSWAY HALL, W.C.2, Oct. 
18, 1.15 p.m. Gordon 
“ Russia and Ourselves.” 
new series of Friday 
meetings on current international |S 
problems. Admission free. National | !ock. 
Peace Council. 


LONDON, Charing Cross Rd., St. 


Devon. 


Martin’s School of Art. Thurs., Oct. Sunny Surrey, Vegetarian Guest|Friends’ Home Service 
17, 7 p.m.: Max Lock. A.R.I.B.A.,| House, cradled amidst beautiful pine. 
A.M.T.P.L., on ‘A  Middlesborough| ds, 2) acre grounds, brochure 


Experiment.” Phoenix Mectine. 


Diserssian lectnres every Sun., 


Oct. 13: “ The Paris Com-' Ro 


dens. 
7.30 p.m. 


20: “Anarchism and the Basis of jar 
Law,” Alex Comfort. 
Anarchist Group. 


W.C.1, Wed., Oct. 23,7 p.m.“ World| Tel. go57 en 
SPLENDID AUTUMN colours in a 
Allen, K.C., M.P., Gilbert Hall (Com-| lovely valley. 


“ Pinebrae,”” Lower Bourne, Farnham. 
LONDON, W.C.1, 8 Endsleigh Gar-| Telephone Frensham 417. 


ae pinch Beck Allane and 
mune of 1871, John Percival. Oct. nepetasiee eshte strenuous 
restful 


London qanen: Beck Allans, Grasmere. Tel.: 
: le 


Winscombe, Som. 


THE ADELPHI, 


Apply: Gara 


SPECIAL 
Food Re- thinkers. 


Ambergate: Tel. QUAKERISM. 


LITERATURE, &c. 
edited by John 
I Middleton Murry, can now be obtained 
a Vacancies after Sept,|through W. H. Smith (1s. 6d.) Con- 
Emrys|2! for single and double. 
Some| Party naw hooking. 
from Federal{ Hill House, Slapton, Kingsbridge, S. 
Arrival Station, Dartmouth. 
DERBYSHIRE HILLS. 
Schaffer,|form Vegetarian Guest 
First. of happy holidays or restful reenpera- 
lunch-hour | tion; all modern comforta. A. and K.|,,2 
Ludlow, The Briara, Crich, Mat-| Middlesex. 
(Station: 
Ambergate 44). 


DELIGHTFULLY SITUATED, 


Christmas |tributors to Oct. issue: Aldous Huxley, Board 


“World's Last 4 Nn 
BR Chance”? which sets forth only solu-|expanding turnover, Christian ideals, 

ouse for are ‘i 
Post free:|recruiting staff partly co-partnership 
Palmer, 67a Coldharbour Lane, Hayes,| basis, require qualified Surveyor or 


tion for world peace. 


Information andjcharacter for negotiating 
Literature respecting the Faith and|house property in. 
Practice of the Religious Society of |area. 
Friends, free on application to the| according to individual results (capital 
i Committee, | investment 
Friends’ House. Euatan Rd.. London.| Assistant Negotiator, similar charac- 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


We cannot confirm satisfactory 
conditions of employment in all posts 
advertised. Applications in doubt are 
recommended to consult the Central 
for COs, Endsleigh St., 


6 
Herbert Read, J. Middleton Murry, 
Montgomere: Belgian Mandhothers W.C.1, which will often be able to 


OFFER 
Pamphlet 


give useful advice. 
CITY ESTATE Agents, 


serious ‘ 
rapidly 


Valuer of integrity and Christian 
sales of 
Greater London 


£600 p.a. plus share of profits 


unnecessary). Also 


CO-OPERATION 
small investors in 


attractive|Stp. details. 
holidays. Write: 


terests. Box 549 


PERSONAL 


L ‘ “universal aunts " 
business operating in provincial town. 
Box 546, 

F FRIENDSHIP — STUDENT 
Isabeljeign), hobby—cinema, theatre, music,/ing, required immediately. 
ete., desires friends with similar in-| wage. 


ter; qualifications not necessary if 


INVITED from keen salesman. Write age, ex- 


perience, remuneration. Box 538. 


TRACTOR DRIVER, preferably 
with general agricultural experience, 
(For-|and enthusiasm for community farm- 
Standard 
Apply John Middleton Murry, 
Thelnetham. Diss, Norfolk. 


THE SHEPPARD Press. Applica- 
tions are invited for the post of 
business manager to this publishing 
house. The qualities sought are 
energy and drive, experience in the 
production and selling of books, and 
a comprehension of the human pre- 
dicament to which pacifism is a 
response. Apply, with full particu- 
lars and minimum salary required, to 
John Middleton Murry, Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


SITUATIONS and WORK WANTED 
TWO YOUNG male C.0.s uncon- 


ditionally exempt require any kind of 
employment. Suggestions welcome, 
Box 547. 

(C.0.) SINGLE. (Lost reinstate- 
ment through views). Desires post 
in grocery trade, able to manage, any- 
where, would consider partnership, 
excellent refs. Box 544. 

EXPERIENCED DAIRYMAN. Six 
years hand and machine milking, 
driving, delivery, etc., seeks similar 
full or part-time employment near 
the sea. Box 541. 

LETTER HEADINGS, Business 
Cards, Duplicate Books, specially 
printed for you. Write for prices 
and samples. Leighton Dingley and 
Co., 70 Brackley Sq., Woodford Green, 
Essex. 

FIRST CLASS duplicating of all 
descriptions, typewriting, ete. Mabel 
Eyles, 2 Aberdeen Park, Highbury, 
N.5. Tel. Canonbury 3862. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

REG. J. BAILEY, —Osteopath- 
Naturopath and Bates Practitioner 
(formerly of 184 Hoppers Rd., N.21) 
will be operating his practice on and 
after Oct. 7, 1946, from 99 Arnos 
Grove, Southgate, N.14. 
Green 4745. 

ACCOUNTANT C.0O. writes up 
traders bks.; attends to all Income 
Tax mattera; company formation: 
audits and costing. Provincial clienta 
visited without obligation. Box 96. 


Palmera 


4—PEACE NEWS. October 11, 1945 


Is collectivism breaking down ? 


‘OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


affect political ignorance of, this par- 
ticular “crime against humanity,” 
they would be justified in regarding 
their condemnation as a gross viola- 
tion of justice. That is the only 
count on which that particular asso- 
ciation of nations had any moral right 
to condemn that group of Nazi 
leaders. Only in that narrow 
province, it seems to us, was the trial 
not essentially a solemn farce, whose 
consequence will be, not as is claimed 
by many, the reassertion of the 
principles of the moral law, but a 
deepening of the now almost universal 
cynicism. 


The moral standards enunciated by 


the judges are impeccable. But moral 
standards do not condemn men_ to 
death. Judges do that. And these 


judges, however great their eminence 
and respectability as legalists, acted 
not as representatives of the moral 
law, but of a group of nations vic- 
torious in war. 

If they had acted as representatives 
of the moral law, they could not have 
consented to judge only the defendants 
before them. They must have con- 
sidered the evidence against the 
counterparts of these defendants in 
the nations which, in fact, the judges 
themselves represented. And _ they 
would have condemned them all: the 
Americans ‘and Britons, we think, 
with a recommendation to mercy; the 
Germans and the Russians without 
reprieve. 


Russia’s delicate line 


() PINION in this country concern- 
ing Stalin’s statement seems 
now to have definitely crystallized on 
two points, (1) that it was intended 
primarily for tinternal consumption; 
(2) that it represented an effort by 
Stalin to steer a difficult middle 
course between two political necessi- 
ties, (a) to use the fear of “ capitalist 
encirclement ’ to spur on the Russian 
people to the effort of production and 
abstention demanded by the new Five 
Year Plan, (b) to avoid creating the 
feeling that war—at any rate in the 
immediate future—is inevitable. 
Itts obviously a difficult policy: but 
it was quite deliberately embarked 
on when the post-war Five Year Plan 
wis decided and promulgated. 
Russia would once again pull herself 
up by cher own bootstraps. But 
Russia, even jin pre-war days, found 
that an enormous effort. In post-war 
times it is more enormous still. 
There is the burden of material de- 
vastation, which was certainly greater 
in Russia than in all the rest of the 
allied countries combined. 


SWITZERLAND 
THE RIVIERA 
CHANNEL ISLANDS 


Guaranteed SUNSHINE is the slogan of 
the above-mentioned holiday resorts. 
Special Services by Air for the Winter 
Sports Season in Switzerland. 
Seats by Air and Rail and Steamer 
guaranteed, but early booking essential. 
Send for Winter Resorts 
Brochure. 
by Air, Rail and Steamer to 
all parts. 


G. F. HUELIN, 


(late Holmes and Huelin), 
7 ARGYLE RD., ILFORD ESSEX. 


CATARRH 


Rookings 


WINTER SPORTS IN 


THIS commonest of all disease con- 

ditions amongst civilised peoples, 
greatly impairs mental efficiency, lowers 
resistance to infection, and generally 
debilitates its innumerable victims. The 
true remedy is to de-toxicate thesystem, 
restore the clean bloodstream of youth, 
and then reform the diet and other 
habits of living. 

Garlic—a prescription with 5000 
years of history—is a most powerful 
disinfecting agent; and greatly helps in 
neutralising and liquifying catarrh. 

Send stamos 5d. for two 20-page 
booklets about Garlic in its modern 
deodorised forms which impart no taint 
whatever to the breath or person. 
Allysol Company, Fairlight, Sussex 


There is the danger of discontent 
among 2 population, nurtured on a 
purely materialistic theory of life, 
and now largely aware—through the 
Red Army—that the Russian stand- 
ard of living is still much lower than 
that of even backward European 
countries. There is the social dis- 
organization, or rather disintegra- 
tion, which has developed during the 
war because of the necessary relaxa- 
tion of control. 


Tensions and bogies 


AN objective estimate of these 
= factors is impossible. We have 
not, concerning the internal situation 
of Russia, five per cent, of the anfor- 
mation available to us about any 
country on the safer side of the iron 
eurtain. But the consensus of in- 
formed opinion is that the internal 
difficulties of Russia have become 
very serious indeed. In particular, 
there is some solid evidence that the 
whole system of agricultural Com- 
munism—collective farming from 
which the State takes a _ relatively 
huge rake-off—is breaking ‘down. 
That is one of the main foundations 
of the Soviet economy. And _ the 
evidence is that the Communist Party 
itself—ideologically weakened by the 
enormous recruitment during the war 
years, when iits membership was 
nearly quadrupled—is deeply impli- 
cated in this reversion to “ capitalist ” 
practices in agriculture. 

Moreover, it iis perfectly clear that 
the intellectuals in Russia—perhaps 
excluding the scientists—have seized 
the war-opportunity of emancipating 
themselves from orthodoxy. Its feet, 
on the earth, and its head, in the 
clouds, have both displayed an alarm- 
ing tendency towards individuality 
and freedom. 

To control this, the bogey of capital- 
ist encirclement must be conjured wp 
again; to control the bogey. the in- 
vincibility of Russia has to be incul- 
cated. But if Russia is invincible, 
why not a little more comfort, and a 
little less orthodoxy? 


“Bourgeois ideology” 
MPLHE New Statesman (Sep. 28) did 
a good service by publishing the 
text of Mr. Wallace’s letter to 
President Truman. It is an able 
document, but we think, by no means 
deserving the unrestrained eulogy 
with which it has been greeted. It 
makes a good point in pleading for 
the dissociation of the problem of the 
Veto from the problem of control of 
atomic energy. That is desirable, 
but not because (as Mr. Wallace 
says) the problem of the Veto is 
irrelevant; but because the Veto is 
sacrosanct in Russian eyes. The 
Veto will have to be abolished if 
atomic energy is really to be con- 
trolled: but there is real advantage in 
temporarily circumventing the ques- 
tion by a different approach. 

But in the main Mr. Wallace’s 
letter strikes us as at once naive and 
shocking: shocking in that it accepts, 
without question or demur, the divi- 
sion of “the one world” into two 
spheres of influence, naive in that the 
following simple assumption is its 
basis. 

“The slogan that Communism and Capital- 
ism, regimentation and @emocracy, cannot 
continue to exist in the same world is, from a 
historical point of view, pure propaganda. 
Several religious doctrines, all claiming to be 
the only true gospel and salvation. have 


existed side by side with a reasonable degree 
of tolerance for centuries.” 


We are not fond of the phrase: 
“bourgeois ideology.” But that is 
about as perfect an example of the 
thing as we hhave ever met. It is a 
magnificent specimen of “ idealism” 
in the had sense which the word bears 
fn the Marxist philosophy. 


“BUILDING THE PEACE” 


HE National Peace Council re- 
sumes its Friday lunch-hour 
meetings in the Kingsway Hall, Lon- 
don, on Friday next, Oct. 18, when 
Mr. Gordon Schaffer, assistant editor 
of Reynolds News and a member of 2 
recent deputation of British-Soviet 
societies to the USSR, will speak on 
“Russia and Ourselves.” 

Subsequent speakers will be:—Oct. 25: T. C. 
Skeffington-Lodge, MP, on “* Germany's 
Future.” 

Nov. 1: A. Ramos Oliveira on ‘“‘ The Spanish 
Tragedy.” 

Noy. 8: Prof, J. D. Bernal, FRS, on “‘ Science 
and World Peace.” 

Nov. 14: Prof. John Macmurray on “ 
Crisis of Culture."* 

Nov. 22: R. H. S. Crossman, MP, 
‘€ Britain's Foreign Policy.” 

Meetings begin at 1.15 p.m., and are free. 

Printed notices are available from the 
National Peace Council]. 144 Southampton Rew, 
London, W.C.1. 


The 


on 


BRITISH APPEAL 
FOR INDONESIA 


MNHE British Centre Against 

Imperialism have written to the 
Chairman of the Human Rights Com- 
mission of UNO drawing attention to 
the situation in Indonesia and re- 
questing “action to protect the In- 
donesian people and _ prevent 
bloodshed.” 


The letter points out that “ The 
Netherlands is a signatory to the 
Charter of the United Nations 
Organization. Article 73 
Charter lays down quite clearly the 
path to be taken by Members 
responsible 
for the administration of the territories whose 


members have not yet attained a full measure 
of self-government. 


“Quite clearly, under Article 73, 
the Netherlands is responsible for 
assisting the Indonesians in the pro- 
gressive development of their free 
political institutions. 

“We submit that refusal to recog- 
nise the Indonesian Republic and the 
attempt to subdue it by force is not 
only contrary to the terms of the 
Charter to which the Netherlands is 
a signatory but also constitutes a 


threat to world peace. British, 
Indian and Netherland troops have 
been used against the Indonesian 


people: the Netherlands Government 
is now sending strong reinforcements 
to Indonesia. Many of these troops 
have been trained and equipped by 
the British, We beg your interven- 
tion on behalf of the Indonesian 
people and the vindication of their 
human rights.” 

The letter is signed by Fenner Brockway, 


Chairman, and Evelyn Denington, Secre- 
tary of the B.C.A.1. 


———— 


SAVE EUROPE NOW 


“Difference of a day”’ 


I> EMINDING us of the desperate 

situation that will face certain 
countries in Europe this winter, 
Victor Gollancz, as Chairman of “Save 
Europe Now,” makes a_ renewed 
appeal for the sum of £150,000 on be- 
half of three bodies which can offer 
relief immediately. He writes: 

“We are really desperately 
anxious to make the appeal a suc- 
cess. We do not merely want the 
whole sum for which we are 
appealing: we want it quickly, for 
the difference of a day in purchas- 
ing certain supplies may quite 
literally mean the difference between 
life and death for many human 
beings. It is not a question of 
money being collected and then of 
having to wait for supplies to be 


forthcoming: the supplies are 
actually there, and they can be 


bought directly the money is avail- 

able.” 

The three funds are: The Friends’ 
Relief Service, the Austrian Appeal 
Committee, and the (£cumenical 
Commission for Refugees. Donors 
may specify which fund they wish to 
support when sending contributions, or 
the allocation may be left to the dis- 
cretion of “Save Europe Now.” 

The communication goes on _ to 
state: “ We are particularly anxious 
to make it clear that the Food Relief 
Fund of COBSRA, for which over 
£100,000 has already been raised, still 
remains open. We have supported 
this fund since it was opened at the 
end of last year, and are most anxious 
that it should continue to receive the 
maximum support.” 

As “Save Europe Now” is at 
present concentrating its efforts on 
the three purposes mentioned, those 
wishing to assist this particular fund 
are asked to send contributions direct 
to Food Relief Fund, COBSRA, 75 
Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 


MINISTERS IN U.S. AMNESTY 
DEMONSTRATION 
A 


NUMBER of ministers are ex- 
pected to join an amnesty de- 
monstration in Washington on Oct. 16. 
“ Arrangements are being made for 
a poster walk at the White House, for 
a committee of the ministers to see 
the Attorney-General, and also ap- 
pointment during the day at the 
offices of senators and _ representa- 
tives,” says the US Amnesty Com- 
mittee. 
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I VSP moving to 
London 


PPHE International Voluntary Ser- 
vice for Peace is moving to 
London. From the end of next weak 
their headquarters address will be 
lla St. Andrew's Road, E.13. 
(ALBert Dock 1620), and the Foreign 
Service Office will remain at 34 
Broadway, S.W.1. (WHItehall 1461). 
In announcing this change, Donald 
Bentley, organising secretary of 
IVSP recalls that the move is the 
outcome of a 1944 AGM decision, 


;and is made possible by the oppor- 


tunity of purchasing “ The Hermi- 
tage,” where their demolition unit has 
been living. ‘“ We badly need the 
house,” he writes, “and so we badly 
need the money.” The ‘appeal is for 
£1,500--in addition to normal income. 

A summary of IVSP Services for 
this yar shows activities by the 
Swiss, French and Dutch branches, in 
addition to site-clearing by volunteers 
of four countries organized by the 
provisional Belgian branch. 

The British branch has sponsored 
services in Germany, Italy and relief 
work in Greece (still continuing), as 
well as seven services in this country, 
involving around 300 volunteers. 

Characteristic of the work, per- 
haps, is the conversion of a barracks 
at Chateaudun into a youth centre 
by Swiss, French, British, Danish 
and Polish volunteers. 

In Holland the work has been 
largely draining and dyke-digging, 
and in Switzerland, among the more 
orthodox tasks, a Kinderdorf (child- 
ren’s village) has been built at 
Trogen. 


C.0. FELLOWSHIP WEEK 


TPHE week beginning on Oct, 19 is 
being celebrated as CO Fellow- 
ship under the general slogan “ Con- 
science Continues.” Meetings are 
being held under the auspices of the 
Central Board for CQs iin all parts of 
the country. 
An attractive 


leaflet setting out- 
ways in which individual COs and 
sympathizers can help is available 
from the CBCO (6 Endsleigh St., 
W.C.1). It points out that “lads of 
18 are still iegistering and young 


' COs, though small in number, need 


our ‘help all the n more on that account.” 


TRAFALGAR SQUARE 


The Executive and Immediate 
Issues Committees of the PPU have 
decided, in view of the difficulty of 
obtaining speakers for October 19, to 
postpone their Trafalgar Square 
demonstration until November 23. 


Wilfred Wellock off to U.S.A. 


Earlier this week Wilfred Wellock 
sailed for USA. where he is giving a 
series ‘of lectures’ arranged by the 
American Friends Service | Committee, 


CALENDARS FOR SALE 


Size 10ins. by Gins. An etching of a 
Georgian House in Gordon Square. 


Price 9d. with envelope. 
obtainable from 
FELLOWSHIP OF ete PUREE 


38 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1 
(Cash with order). 
CONSCIENCE CONTINUES 


C0. 
FELLOWSHIP 
WFEK - 


Your help is vital to 
the success of the week. 


C.B.C.0. 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.I 
OCTOBER 19 th — 26th 


THE DEATH —— 
PENALTY 


Meeting to press for Abolition 


Speakers :— 
Lord Chorley (Chairman) 
Miss Margery Fry 
John Paton, M.P. 
Wing.-Cr. Millington, M.P. 
Friends House, London, Friday 
next, 18th October, at 7 p.m. 


Tickets 2s. 6d. and 1s., and all details 

from Frank Dawtry, N.U.A.D.P., Par- 

liament Mansions, yictore Street, 
London, S.W 


Se 


